
2016. Some of our larger donors included 
Via Christi Auxiliary, Ronald O. Thomas 
Foundation, Kansas Imaging Consultants, 
Midwest Minerals, and the Mt. Carmel 
Medical Staff Organization. 

Researchers found that 3D 
mammography that includes better 
visualization, used along with standard 
digital mammograms, improved invasive 
breast cancer detection rates by more 
than 40% and breast cancer rates by 27%. 
The American Medical Association 
report indicated a 15% decrease 
in recall rates therefore less 
patient anxiety. It will keep our 
community members here for 
their healthcare and brings the 
best to Pittsburg. Thank 
you to everyone that 
was involved in this 
project and supported 
it. Many lives will be saved. ■

Visions
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Message from the Executive 
Director
Our community 
and supporters are 
awesome! Having 
grown up here, I 
have always known 
this but after the last 
few months; it has 
become even clearer. 
When needs are 
found in Pittsburg 
and Southeast 
Kansas, individuals 
and businesses step 
up to take care of 
our own. Thank you to all the generous 
supporters and donors to our largest 
single endeavor which was to raise money 
to bring 3D mammography to Pittsburg. 
We did it and in less time than planned. 
The support and passion for this project 
was incredible. I visited with numerous 
people who have had breast cancer 
touch their lives or the lives of loved ones 
and a story where 3D mammography 
specifically saved a life of a family friend. 
Now, we have this technology right here 
in Pittsburg and so many lives will be 
saved. We did this together.

The foundation has provided an anti-
gravity treadmill and fourteen department 
grants to the hospital plus numerous 
other smaller projects and items have 
been funded just in the last six months. 
The foundation makes a difference and 
your support is critical to the continued 
success and ability to assist patients. We 
will continue to provide information on 
need and how the foundation can make 
the greatest impact on projects like the 
new technology Dr. Jason Bailey wants 
to bring to Pittsburg. Let’s keep working 
together and we can do amazing things!

Johnna Norton

Supporting the healthcare needs of the Southeast Kansas region through Via Christi Hospital Pittsburg

Johnna Norton
Mount Carmel Foundation

Executive Director

The Mount Carmel Foundation 
announced its intent to raise $400,000 
to bring 3D mammography to Pittsburg 
during the Via Christi Cancer Center 
20th Anniversary in August 2015. This 
technology was chosen as the next step 
in cancer care and prevention at our 
hospital. Nearly 4,000 women annually 
complete a mammogram at Via Christi 
Hospital Pittsburg. One in eight women is 
predicted to develop breast cancer over 
her lifetime. 

Due to the generosity of our community 
donors and an anonymous donor that 
matched gifts and pledges which 
motivated several larger gifts, the 
Mount Carmel Foundation raised nearly 
$410,000 to bring the technology to our 
community. This will provide for the 3D 
mammography equipment and an add-on 
feature to do biopsies. The new machine 
is projected for use by patients in Summer 
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3D Mammography Goal: Not only met but exceeded 

32nd Annual Gala Outrageously Alice:  Best yet 
A wonderland was created for guests to 
enjoy beginning outside in the garden 
then they traveled down the rabbit hole 
and finally came to the big event where 
all of Alice in Wonderland came to life at 
the 32nd Annual Gala held on January 
23, 2016 at Memorial Auditorium in 
Pittsburg. Nearly 300 guests attended 
the “Outrageously Alice” Gala, an event 
which spans over three decades to 
support the Mount Carmel Foundation 
and healthcare in Southeast Kansas.

Hosts for the evening were Mr. and Mrs. 
Destry Brown, Dr. Pat and Mrs. Marty 
Beezley, and Dr. Angela and Mr. Greg 
Shaw. The evening included a social hour, 
dinner, live auction, and silent auction. 
A drawing was held for a trip for two 
to Cabo and was won by Steve Ward. 
Magic and roaming characters provided 
entertainment. The Mount Carmel 
Foundation presented a message about 
the origins of the foundation, projects 
funded in the last year, and future plans 

including continuing fundraising for 3D 
mammography. An initiative introduced 
last year called Fund-A-Need was used 
to raise funds for 3D mammography 
to successfully utilize all matching 
funds from an anonymous donor. In 
minutes, $10,000 was raised including a 
generous gift from the Ronald O. Thomas 
Foundation. Following the dinner, guests 
enjoyed dancing with “The Source.”

Thanks goes out to everyone who played 
a role including underwriters, auction 
donors, other donors, guests, committee 
members, and workers. The night was a 
great success in many ways and ultimately 
approximately $83,000 was raised to 
give back to meet the needs of Via Christi 
Hospital Pittsburg. This was the most 
successful gala yet and these unrestricted 
funds go to support department grants, 
equipment, programs, and many needs of 
patients and the hospital. Save the date 
and encourage others to join us at the 
next gala January 28, 2017. ■



sponsorships, must be used to help 
children from birth to age 21 who seek 
care at Via Christi Health locations. 

“With lots of children being hospitalized 
this winter with respiratory conditions, 
it’s been wonderful having these new 
pulse oximeter machines to assist with 
the care of pediatric patients,” said 
Nancy Tyler, RN, BSN, nurse manager 
of Pediatrics for Via Christi Hospital in 
Pittsburg. “We’ve also loved having 
the new vital signs monitor which is 
equipped with a child-sized blood 
pressure cuff.” ■

Keep in Touch
Would you like to learn more about your 
Mount Carmel Foundation? Would you like 
to learn about what the foundation is, what 
it does, and where the funds raised go? 
LIKE US on Facebook at facebook.com/
mount.carmel.foundation. There you will 
get almost daily updates on the great works 
of your foundation with article links, photos, 
and brief updates. ■

Contact Us
Johnna Norton, Executive Director
PO Box 1173 
1 Mt Carmel Way
Pittsburg, KS 66762
PH: 620-235-3512 | FX: 620-232-0493
johnna.norton@viachristi.org
www.viachristi.org/mtcarmelfoundation

Cancer Center Restricted 
Fund: Helping patients 
every day 
The Cancer Center at Via Christi Hospital 
Pittsburg offers a multitude of resources 
to help patients battle cancer in the 
most positive, supportive environment 
possible. State of the art technology 
and highly knowledgeable doctors and 
staff are vital to cancer care, but often 
it is the “small” things that truly make a 
difference. 

Sonya Farran, Miami, 
Oklahoma, has been 
receiving lung cancer 
treatment at Via Christi’s 
Cancer Center for more 
than a year. She and her 
husband Chuck travel 
nearly 100 miles round 
trip for each treatment. 
The time, miles and cost 
quickly add up, making 
Sonya and Chuck very thankful for the 
fuel card assistance they receive through 
the Cancer Center, which is provided by 
the Mount Carmel Foundation.

“It is very important for us to receive 
the fuel cards,” Sonya said. “Due to 
this situation, money is tight and  
every little bit helps. Chemo treatments 
are weekly, but the radiation treatments 
I received were daily for seven weeks, so 
we drove back and forth every day. We 
are very thankful to the Foundation and  
Cancer Center for providing fuel 
assistance.”

In addition to the fuel card assistance, 
the Farrans appreciate the personal 
care offered at Via Christi Pittsburg. 
“We had heard great things about Via  
Christi and are pleased with the care,” 
Sonya said. “Everyone here is very 
friendly and helpful. They are like family 
to us.” ■

The AlterG Anti-Gravity Treadmill offers 
precise technology that can unweight 
the body by up to 80%. By significantly 
reducing stress on lower extremity 
muscles and joints, you can improve 
mobility, strength and balance with 
less paint and a shorter recovery time. 
This low-impact rehabilitation is ideal 
for knee and hip replacement patients, 
stroke patients, amputees, athletes, 
and everyone in between. There is not 
another machine like it within 100 miles 
of Pittsburg, and it is used at top facilities 
nationally. It is now available at Via Christi 
Outpatient Physical Therapy. 

Funding for this new technology was 
provided by the Mount Carmel Foundation 
this fall. It is projected to impact 1,000 
patients or more in year one. After 
patients are served, community members 
will be able to access this cutting-edge 
technology. There are already numerous 
patients using it on a regular basis and 
many success stories including a patient 
who started rehab six weeks earlier than 

A grant from 
Children’s Miracle 
Network Hospitals 
at Via Christi Health 
in Wichita has 

made it possible to purchase medical 
equipment to be used for the treatment of 
pediatric patients at Via Christi Hospital in 
Pittsburg. A vital signs monitor, pediatric 
scale and four pulse oximeter machines 
were purchased with the grant, which 
totaled $21,270. 

Grants, which are funded through CMN 
Hospitals fundraisers held throughout 
the year as well as national and corporate 

Paint It All Pink 2015 
A BIG THANK YOU to everyone who 
supported Paint It All Pink on May 8. 
Many shirts and flowers were sold, and 
PINK was worn all over the community. 
Nearly $5,000 was raised for our Via 
Christi Cancer Center patients. Several 
businesses and individuals participated. 
Events were held at Via Christi Hospital 
Pittsburg, Ron’s Supermarket, and 
Meadowbrook Mall. This was an 
important time right before Mother’s 
Day to recognize the impact breast 
cancer has on the women in your life 
and to remind those women that early 
detection is critical. ■ 

Cardiac arrest results in over 300,000 
deaths in North America. When 
resuscitation is successful, the number 
one post arrest complication is anoxic 
brain damage and often brain death. 
Therapeutic hypothermia is a medical 
treatment for patients who have 
experienced cardiac arrest. This is the 
only intervention that has been shown 
to improve neurological outcomes 
after cardiac arrest. Soon after return 
of spontaneous circulation the body is 
cooled to 89.6-93.2 degrees Fahrenheit 
for 12-24 hours. During this time the 
patient’s body temperature has to be 
monitored precisely. After the cooling 
duration the body has to be gradually 
warmed (0.25 degrees Celsius) to avoid 
complications. 

Dr. Jason Bailey, Pulmonary/Critical 
Care Medicine Physician, has seen 
it work in other hospitals and is 
championing bringing this technology 
to our community. The equipment 
needed to bring this life-changing 
therapy to Via Christi Hospital  
Pittsburg will be approximately 
$45,000. The use of this technology 
for a patient is the difference 
between a normal recovery and 
life or adverse effects on the brain. 
We want our community to have  
the best and this technology produces 
the best outcome. If you want to donate 
to this project or learn more, contact  
the Mount Carmel Foundation. ■

The Life Saved Could Be Yours: Help fund a future project

he would have without this new machine. 
This new rehab machine will help Via 
Christi patients on their way to recovery 
much quicker. ■

Alter G Treadmill:  
Anti-gravity treadmill allows patients to heal quicker

Children’s Miracle Network: Wichita grant helps local kids



There is much to be proud of at Via 
Christi Hospital Pittsburg from a current 
99% hand hygiene rate to a reduction in 
patient falls and serious safety events 
to all the work being done to create a 
high-reliability organization that gives 
the right care, every time. Our regional 
and community hospital works daily to 
take care of all in need with quality, safe 
care. Last year, the hospital provided $5.3 
million in community benefit including $4 
million in charity care. True to its mission, 
the hospital has trained and introduced 
protocol to help identify human trafficking 
and help those patients in need. Last 
year, the hospital worked to provide a 
new patient portal to help patient access 
health information and also advocated 
for the expansion of KanCare to provide 
more Kansans with health coverage.

The Bridge to a Healthy Kansas provides 
a unique, new solution for health care 
coverage in Kansas. The new legislation 
delivers a budget-neutral plan to make 
health care coverage affordable for more 
hardworking Kansans. If passed, The 
Bridge to a Healthy Kansas program will 
cover qualifying preventive care for eligible 
beneficiaries, which reduces their reliance 
on costly emergency room 
visits. The result will create 
a path to greater health 
and personal responsibility 
for those currently in the 
coverage gap. Read more at: 
www.kha-net.org. ■

Remember Me Tree 
On December 10, the community honored 
individuals from the community at the 
annual “Remember Me Tree” dedication 
ceremony. This year, over 175 ornaments 
were sold to honor or remember a loved 
one during the holiday season and $1,550 
raised to provide for patients at Via Christi 
Pittsburg. The Pittsburg Community 
Schools Youth Chorale, under the 

direction of Virginia Darling, sang 
Christmas musical selections 
following the reading of names. 
This is a special program for the 
foundation and a great holiday 

tradition to remember 
loved ones. ■

First Annual Women’s Dress 
Red Luncheon 
Thank you to all the ladies that came out 
to our First Annual Dress Red Luncheon 
held February 12 at Crestwood Country 
Club. A great message was given by Rod 
Jameson, Registered Nurse and Via Christi 
Heart Center Supervisor, to help guests 
learn more about hearth 
health, risk factors, testing, 
disease, and prevention. 
There was a raffle, prizes, 
and games including 
a purse scavenger 
hunt which Lori 
Ann Spachek 
won hands 
down! We 
look to make 
this an annual 
event and encourage your 
feedback and suggestions how to make it 
bigger and better next year. ■

In 2016, the hospital with reopen the 
second floor in April with a totally 
transformed and modern space. 
The new inpatient rehabilitation is 
already open serving patients. In 
May, the Heart Center will move and 
add a second cath lab. Due to the 
generosity of donors, summer 2016 
will bring 3D mammography. New 
physicians are also being recruited 
including Dr. Jacqueline Youtsos 
who is a family medicine physician 
specializing in skin and started 
her practice in March, and Dr. 
Chad Stewart who will be in family 
medicine starting in September. 
There are so many things happening 
with your hospital. Keep updated by 
going to viachristi.org/pittsburg. ■

Via Christi Hospital Pittsburg: A look back and forward

The Bridge to a Healthy 
Kansas: Educate yourself 
and talk to your local 
legislators 



Friday, May 6, 2016
The fight against breast cancer is not 
just in October! Remember the women in 
your life during May and as we approach 
Mother’s Day, support cancer awareness. 

Together we CAN:

-Celebrate breast cancer survivors
-Support breast cancer awareness
-Spread the word about the importance of 
mammograms and early detection 

NEW THIS YEAR
Flamingo Decorating Contest

Buy as many flamingos as you can, 
decorate, place in your yard or at your 
business, and WIN big! $50 gift cards 
for the most flamingos and best dressed 
flamingos! Raise awareness and funds 
for cancer patients. Submit your entry 
photo to johnna.norton@viachristi.org by  
May 6, 2016, 11 a.m. CST and winners 
announced at NOON on Facebook! LIKE 
US to see who wins!

Mount Carmel Foundation

1 Mt Carmel Way

Pittsburg, KS 66762

Monday, May 2
Flamingo Flash Sale
Via Christi Hospital – Community Entrance 
11 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Tuesday, May 3
Early Bird Gets a Shirt or Flamingo
Via Christi Hospital – Community Entrance 
7 a.m. – 1 p.m.

Wednesday, May 4
PINK the Town – Come by and 
get shirts for your employees and 
flamingos for your business!
Ron’s Supermarket – 11 a.m. – 6 p.m.

Thursday, May 5
PINK the Mall – Come by and get 
shirts for your employees and 
flamingos for your business!
Meadowbrook Mall – 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Friday, May 6 – Wear your shirt and 
flock the town with flamingos!
PINK PARTY
Via Christi Hospital, Community Entrance, 
10 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Special celebration and announcement of 
winners of flamingo decorating contest at 
NOON.

*Purchase shirts and flamingos, pick 
up treats and information about breast 
cancer at these different dates and times 
around town.

BUY PINK
Flamingos
27” PINK Yard Flamingos $10

T-Shirts 
PINK with black logo OR Black with PINK 
logo
Adult Small – Adult XL $10
Adult XXL-5XL $12

Plants ONLY AVAILABLE on MAY 6 
Flower Hanging Baskets $25
Fern Hanging Baskets $25

Flamingos and shirts for sale in the 
Mount Carmel Foundation Office and 
Community Entrance Front Desk. Cash or 
check accepted.

The 2016 shirt ONLY may be worn by 
hospital associates with their uniform 
bottoms every Friday in May 2016. Cash 
or check taken. No payroll deductions.

All proceeds go to the Mount Carmel 
Foundation benefitting the patients of 
the Via Christi Cancer Center.

For additional information or early 
sales which start April 25, contact 
Johnna Norton, Executive Director,  
Mount Carmel Foundation, at  
johnna.norton@viachristi.org or 
620.235.3512.
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Mount Carmel Foundation presents… 


