
Save the Date

Outrageously Alice 
Mount Carmel Foundation 32nd Annual Gala

January 23, 2016
Live Auction, Silent Auction, Cabo Vacation Drawing,  

Games, Magic, and more.

Visions
MOUNT CARMEL FOUNDATION Fall 2015

Message from the Executive 
Director
The mission of the  
Mount Carmel Foundation 
today is the same as it 
was in 1983, when the 
organization was founded  
to raise private funds to 
improve the health of 
the Southeast Kansas 
region and beyond.  
This is accomplished by  
funding projects, programs, equipment, 
education, and other needs of Via Christi 
Hospital Pittsburg. Our hospital cares 
for our community and our community 
always steps up to help. 

Last year, several projects were funded, 
from replacement of chemotherapy chairs, 
to purchase of equipment such as apnea 
monitors, to educational experiences for 
staff and assistance for patients. Thanks 
to generous gifts, numerous patients 
were helped. Just since July, more than 
$100,000 has been allocated to projects 
in several departments in the hospital 
through unrestricted and restricted funds. 
In the second year of the Mount Carmel 
Foundation Department Grants Program, 
approximately $47,000 was awarded to 
14 different projects. These projects or 
needs were identified by associates and 
funds will be used immediately to impact 
patient care. Photo of award recipients on 
next page.

The funded items include: 
Home Sleep Study Machines  
Heart Center Holter Performer Monitors 
Heart Center NuStep Equipment 
Automatic ABI System 
ICU Doppler 
ICU Recliners 
Transportation Assistance 
Wheel Chair Replacement 
Laboratory Phlebotomy Chair & Carts 
Sleeper Chairs 
Bariatric Shower Chair 
Chapel Chairs  
Burial Assistance 
Chicken Soup Project

The foundation also funded a new Alter 
G Treadmill for the Outpatient Physical 
Therapy Center. This cutting edge 
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Cancer is personal. It’s a sister, a daughter, 
a mother, a wife. Nearly 4,000 women 
annually complete a mammogram at Via 
Christi Hospital Pittsburg. One in eight is 
predicted to develop breast cancer over 
her lifetime. It is possible in time, that 3D 
imaging will become the new standard 
for breast cancer screening, improving 
early detection. Right now, it is the best 
imaging available and it is time to make 
it available to the community. The Mount 
Carmel Foundation wants to do just 
that and announced the intent to raise 
$400,000 to bring the technology to 
Pittsburg during the Via Christi Cancer 
Center 20th Anniversary on August 28. 
This technology was chosen as the next 
step in prevention and the next step in 
cancer care at our hospital. 

Researchers found that 3D mammography 
includes better visualization, and 
sharp imaging as shown in the flower 
below, used along with standard digital 
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mammograms, improved invasive breast 
cancer detection rates by more than 
40% and breast cancer rates by 27%. The 
American Medical Association report 
indicated a 15% decrease in recall rates 
therefore less patient anxiety. It will allow 
our community members to remain at 
home for their healthcare and bring the 
best to Pittsburg. 

It will take all of us together to raise the 
funds to bring this technology here. Vicki 
Dennett believes in the need and has 
pledged a gift to support it. 

“A year ago, I found a lump in my breast. I knew 
something was wrong in my body but could 
not find the answers. It took 3D mammography 
technology to give me the answers I needed 
and diagnosis. I will financially support 
bringing 3D mammography to Pittsburg, and I  
encourage you to do the same. As many 
other women would agree, I would like  
to have this technology available here at home 
for my family, friends, and myself.” ■

Together we can bring 3D mammography to Pittsburg



The Mount Carmel Foundation Associate 
Campaign kicked off on September 
14. The two-week campaign was filled 
with fun and educational events to get 
hospital associates excited about the 
work of the foundation and get them 
to come together and give to make an 
impact. Our hospital staff is saving lives 
every day and this campaign gives them 
another opportunity to be a lifesaver by 
donating to fund hospital and patient 
needs. Thank you to all our associates 
who gave this year! Together, the funds 
raised will be used to fund the greatest 
needs in the hospital such as department 
grants, patient assistance, employee 
assistance, and 3D mammography, just 
to name a few. Currently, we have 154 
associates including 54 new donors 
who have pledged nearly $20,000 to 
the campaign. ■ 

Who Was Your Angel? 
The Guardian Angel 
Program is a way for 
grateful patients to 
say “thank you” to 
their healthcare providers 
when they have had an 
exceptional experience. 
It also allows for them 
to financially support the 
hospital’s programs, services, 
and people. Any patient can 
honor a physician, nurse or 
associate by making a gift to 
the Guardian Angel Program. 
Gifts received will benefit 
patients and families for years 
to come. The angel or angels 
will be recognized with a letter 
of acknowledgement and a custom-
crafted lapel pin. 

A special thanks goes out to Sarah 
Stinebaugh in Women’s Services, as she is 
recognized by Amanda Bush through the 
Guardian Angel Program. Sarah took care 
of mom and baby and upon discharge, 
made a great catch when she observed 
baby making abnormal grunting sounds. 
Baby was given advanced care, and 
the family is doing great. Amanda said, 
“Sarah was an amazing nurse. She stayed 
late and kept us informed the whole time. 
I couldn’t have asked for a better nurse.”

Dr. Bill Sullivan was most recently 
recognized by Charles and Mary Reinhart 
for saving Charles’ life. Dr. Sullivan left his 
office to go to the parking lot to check 
on Charles, who could not get out of the 
car. Mary drove Charles to the Emergency 
Room, where Dr. Sullivan had run from 
his office to meet them and take them 

equipment allows a patient to begin 
recovery faster by having the ability to 
start training at a lower percentage of 
body weight, reducing pain and the risk of 
further injury. This equipment can benefit 
many people, including amputees, stroke 
patients, athletes, hip and knee replacement 
patients, and others. Currently, this type of 
option for rehabilitation is located one-
two hours away, but will be coming to 
Pittsburg soon because of your generosity 
to the foundation. 

The foundation continues to work with 
the hospital to identify needs and funding 
areas that will help patients. One of the 
next major projects for fund raising is 
already underway, 3D mammography. 
This technology will enhance our existing 
imaging equipment and will save many 
lives. With your gift, together we can 
continue to make a difference in lives and 
fund the needs of our patients here in 
Pittsburg through this foundation. Thank 
you for your continued support and please 
remember to keep our foundation as one 
of your charities of choice. 

Johnna Norton

upstairs where many people worked on 
Charles to save his life. Mary said, “Dr. 
Sullivan was her angel.” The Guardian 
Angel Program is one more way to 
recognize the great care that our team 
gives to patients ever day and recognize 
these great stories and their impact. ■

Be A Lifesaver:  
Associate Campaign 2015

Paint It All Pink 2015 
A BIG THANK YOU to everyone who 
supported Paint It All Pink on May 8. 
Many shirts and flowers were sold, and 
PINK was worn all over the community. 
Nearly $5,000 was raised for our Via 
Christi Cancer Center patients. Several 
businesses and individuals participated. 
Events were held at Via Christi Hospital 
Pittsburg, Ron’s Supermarket, and 
Meadowbrook Mall.  This was an 
important time right before Mother’s 
Day to recognize the impact breast 
cancer has on the women in your life 
and to remind those women that early 
detection is critical. ■ 

Thank you to all our guests who attended 
the inaugural Napa Wine Tasting at 
the home of Troy and Susan Cook on 
September 18. It was an evening of 
great food, wine and friendship and an 
opportunity to share the vision for the 
future of the foundation. One of the 
foundation’s next fundraising projects is 
to bring 3D mammography to Pittsburg 
and many in the room pledged their 
support to this important initiative. All 
money raised from the event will go to 
fund hospital needs. ■

Inaugural Napa Wine 
Tasting a Success

Message from the Executive Director, 
Continued from page 1



Keep in Touch
Would you like to learn more about your 
Mount Carmel Foundation? Would you like 
to learn about what the foundation is, what 
it does, and where the funds raised go? 
LIKE US on Facebook at facebook.com/
mount.carmel.foundation. There you will 
get almost daily updates on the great works 
of your foundation with article links, photos, 
and brief updates. ■

Contact Us
Johnna Norton, Executive Director
PO Box 1173 
1 Mt Carmel Way
Pittsburg, KS 66762
PH: 620-235-3512 | FX: 620-232-0493
johnna.norton@viachristi.org
www.viachristi.org/mtcarmelfoundation

Via Christi Hospital has experienced exciting 
upgrades during recent renovations. 
The newly remodeled 2nd floor Acute 
Rehabilitation Unit (ARU) is specifically 
designed to meet the special physical and 
cognitive rehabilitative needs of patients 
who have experienced a disabling injury, 
illness or surgery. The goal is to return 
individuals to a functional level that enables 
them to regain as much independence as 
possible, as quickly as possible.

The remainder of the 2nd floor is now 
undergoing renovations and when finished 
will also feature private patient rooms. 
Construction is expected to be complete in 
the Spring of 2016.

The newly-renovated fourth floor will offer 

Planned Giving Easier Way 
to Leave a Legacy 
Many of us have a special place in our 
hearts for the Mount Carmel Foundation. 
However, the substantial gift we’d like 
to give the foundation doesn’t seem like 
it can come out of the petite budget 
we have right now.  When an individual 
would like to make a bequest but doesn’t 
have current assets to fulfill that desire, a 
charitable plan using life insurance should 
be considered. The owner and beneficiary 
of the policy would be the foundation 
and then tax-deductible contributions 
are made to pay the premiums. This type 
of plan can increase the overall amount 
to be given, but at a more modest cost, 
and it still allows one to experience that 
benevolent feeling that comes from 
sharing your blessings with others. ■

Via Christi Helps Lead 
Medicaid Expansion 
Advocacy in Kansas 
Story courtesy of Skip Hidlay, Via Christi Health

Via Christi Health leaders are playing 
a key role in helping to lead efforts in 
Kansas to expand the federal Medicaid 
health insurance program for the poor 
and vulnerable. President and CEO 
Jeff Korsmo led a delegation of Via 
Christi leaders who met with Gov. Sam 
Brownback, state Senate President 
Susan Wagle, state House Speaker Ray 
Merrick and a half-dozen other state 
lawmakers in Topeka on March 17. The 
following day, Karl Ulrich, MD, Via Christi’s 
chief operating officer, testified before 
the House Health and Human Services 
Committee in support of a bill that would 
expand the state’s privatized Medicaid 
program, known as KanCare. Via Christi, a 
member of Ascension, is part of a coalition 
of healthcare and business organizations, 
led by the Kansas Hospital Association, 
that are waging an advocacy campaign 
to make Kansas the 30th state to expand 
Medicaid. During the Via Christi team’s 
meeting with the Republican governor, 
Korsmo said that advocating for KanCare 
expansion was an important part of 
advancing Via Christi’s mission of serving 
the poor and vulnerable. He noted that 
169,000 additional Kansans, including 
99,000 who are working, would have 
access to healthcare if Medicaid were 
expanded. Talk with your local legislators 
about how expansion of KanCare helps 
the poor and vulnerable and helps  
healthcare for everyone. ■

As 2015 Comes to a Close, 
Remember Your Year-End 
Giving Options 
If you are considering a gift before 
December 31, 2015 then please consider 
the Mount Carmel Foundation. All gifts 
are tax deductible to the full extent of 
the law. There are opportunities to give to 
restricted, unrestricted or endowed funds. 
There are numerous projects and naming 
opportunities available in memory or 
honor of those special to you. A gift to 
the foundation through a will, trust, or 
insurance also will leave a lasting legacy. 
Contact us for more information. ■

Local Grants Impact Patients 
The generous Pritchett Trust funded 
$475,000 in grants to local groups  
from Crawford County. Via Christi Hospital 
Pittsburg received $26,256 to add 
safety software to all 136 new IV pumps 
throughout the hospital. This grant will 
enable the hospital to provide the best 
equipment and is another way to keep our 
patients safe. Thank you to BMO Harris 
Bank and the Pritchett Trust Committee. 
You make our community a better place  
for all.

Via Christi Cancer Center was the recipient 
of a grant for $1,953 to purchase breast 
cancer treatment binders for patients. 
Funding was provided by the Circle of 
Friends Giving Circle, a sister fund of the 
Rita J. Bicknell Women’s Health Fund 
and Giving Circle of the Community 
Foundation of Southeast Kansas. The 
mission is to improve the health and well-
being of women by supporting education, 
increasing awareness and sharing quality 
of life opportunities to benefit all women.

The Community Foundation of Southeast 
Kansas serves the region by encouraging 
charitable giving benefitting the common 
good and the quality of life. This summer, 
a grant was awarded for $2,500 to fund 
patient assistance including gas cards and 
prescriptions for the poor and vulnerable. 
Hundreds of patients will be impacted 
and will have assistance in getting the 
care they need to get well.  

The Children’s Miracle Network at 
Via Christi Hospital Wichita awarded 
$18,000 to Via Christi Pittsburg for four 
continuous pulse oximetry monitors to 
be put in pediatric rooms. These monitors 
will allow for monitoring of children with 
respiratory illness. More than 140 children 
annually are treated in Pittsburg that will 
have the opportunity for this technology 
if needed. ■

advanced care in private rooms. All rooms 
have been converted from semi-private to 
private, so everything is modern and new. 
There are 33 rooms that will be used for 
patients suffering from pneumonia, seizures 
or surgical procedures. Pediatric patients 
will also occupy some fourth floor rooms.

Dr. Jackie and Mr. Don Orender knew that 
they wanted to be a part of the 4th floor 
remodel project and pledged $25,000 
to name the waiting room. Their gift will 
be used to support the areas of greatest 
need within the hospital including support 
to the 3D mammography project. The 
waiting room will be named at a later time 
to recognize their family. The Orenders are 
lifelong area residents. Dr. Orender formed 

Via Christi Pittsburg Readies for the Future: 2nd and 4th Floor Transformed
Jacqueline S Orender DO LLC in 2010 and 
opened the doors of her family medicine 
practice the Orender Clinic in Pittsburg at 
that time. With their gift, they wanted to 
give back and support the future of the 
hospital which is such an important part of 
the community. ■



Upcoming Events

November 12 - Thank You Campaign
A number of activities are planned in the 
hospital and the community to thank those 
who support the Foundation.

December 12 – Breakfast with Santa, 
Pittsburg High School, 9 a.m.
A great Christmas treat for kids and adults as 
Pittsburg High School performs a Christmas 
show and breakfast is provided for all guests. 
Santa will be on site and other special treats 
are planned. There is no cost for this event and 
reservations are not required.

The Mount Carmel Foundation Presents the
“Remember Me Tree”
A Christmas Tree will be on display throughout the holidays at Pittsburg’s Meadowbrook Mall with decorations hung in memory and honor of 
loved ones.

Remember Me Tree Contributions: 
Bows $5  Hearts $25  American Flag Heart or Star  $15 
Doves $10  Angels $50   (In Honor of Our Military )

The donation must be received by December 10 in order for the name to be included at the tree lighting ceremony on December 14 at 5:30 p.m. 
 
Enclosed is $__________ for __________ ornaments.

It is to be placed on the tree in memory/in honor of 

Name: 

Address: 

Phone:          E-mail Address: 

Please make checks payable to the Mount Carmel Foundation.  
Return to the Mount Carmel Foundation, PO Box 1173, Pittsburg, KS 66762

Mount Carmel Foundation

1 Mt Carmel Way

Pittsburg, KS 66762

December 14 – Remember Me Tree, 
Meadowbrook Mall, 5:30 p.m.
The Remember Me Tree is a beautiful way to 
honor a loved one during the holiday season. 
The tree will be on display at Meadowbrook 
Mall starting November 25 through the holiday 
season. Decorations for the tree include red 
bows, dove ornaments, hearts, angels, and 
American Flag hearts or starts. The names 
of those recognized are attached to the 
decorations, and are also listed on a ledger next 
to the tree. On Monday, December 14 at 5:30 
p.m., there will be a ceremonial reading of the 
names and musical performance. To purchase 
your ornament, contact the Foundation office 
or use the form in this publication.

January 23 – 32nd Annual Gala: 
Outrageously Alice 
February – Red Dress Luncheon
March – Planned Giving Presentation
April – Community Engagement 
Open House 

More details on these events can be found 
online, on Facebook or by calling the office 
at 620.235.3512.

Contact Information Update
If you have moved, changed jobs, have a new 
phone number or email, please let us know so 
we can update your information. 

NON-PROFIT
U.S. POSTAGE PAID

Permit No. 66
Pittsburg, KS 66762


