
   A glowing forest of green with bursts of purple and gold 
welcomed guests for the 31st annual Gala held on January 
24 at Memorial Auditorium in Pittsburg.  Nearly 300 guests 
attended the “One Enchanted Evening” Gala, an event 
which spans nearly three decades to support The Mount 
Carmel Foundation and health care in Southeast Kansas.
   Hosts for the evening were Mr. and Mrs. Blake Benson, Dr. Holly and 
Mr. Greg Cranston, and Mr. and Mrs. Mark Werner.  The evening included a social 
hour, dinner, live and silent auction.  A drawing was held for a travel certificate for a 
customized trip and was won by Joel & Ami VanBecelaere.  A beautiful and moving 
piece was performed by Midwest Regional Ballet to begin the program.  The Mount 
Carmel Foundation presented a message about the origins of the foundation and 
future plans.  A list of projects and needs supported by foundation giving was given 

to the guests.  A new initiative called 
Fund-A-Need was introduced and 
created great excitement and the 
crowd responded to a request to give 
so the hospital could fund an apnea 
monitor for the nursery.  In minutes, 
over $6,850 was raised so that two 
apnea monitors could be purchased so 
that both nursery and pediatrics could 
have the equipment they need to save 
lives.  A lead gift by the Ronald O. 
Thomas Foundation of $2,000 helped 
to spark generosity in the room.  
Following the dinner, guests enjoyed 
dancing with “Bali Root.”
   Thanks goes out to everyone who 
played a role including underwriters, 
auction donors, other donors, guests, 
committee members, and workers.  
The night was a great success in many 
ways and ultimately approximately 
$82,000 was raised to give back 
to meet the needs of Via Christi 
Hospital Pittsburg.  This was the most 
successful gala yet and a 17% increase 
over last year.  Save the date and 
encourage others to join us at the next 
gala January 23, 2016. g
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Message from the 
Exective Director

Gala proved to be a truly Enchanted Evening 

The Mount Carmel 
Foundation means 
so much to so many 
people.  In the last 
year, I have heard 
many stories about 
the community 
leaders who created 
the foundation and 
the donors who have 
given so generously 
to provide for our 
hospital and our 
patients.  Our hospital is so important 
to the future of our community.  It 
is here to serve our family, friends, 
employees, students, co-workers, 
and especially the vulnerable.  Our 
community always steps up when there 
is need and that has definitely been 
something I have learned holds true for 
the Mount Carmel Foundation for the 
last thirty years.  

Together, we have worked this year to 
increase visibility of the Foundation 
and its mission, tell the story, 
communicate what needs donations go 
to in the hospital, engage more people, 
visit more people, and ask more people 
to participate.  It has been a wonderful 
year and as we work to set funding 
priorities and look to the future and 
what private-giving can do to make our 
hospital great, save lives, and take care 
of all, let’s unite and do what we do 
best, give back and make a difference.
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Leaving a Legacy

Medical Staff take 
the lead on givingRenovations Progressing

Don L. Larsen from Parsons, Kansas was a patient at the Via Christi Cancer Center in 
1998.  He fought a good battle against an awful disease but lost that fight that year.  
He received first rate care with cutting edge equipment and medicine, but more 
than that, the physicians and staff helped him through the difficult time.  Because 
of the great care he received and seeing there is so much need for the patients, he 
left the Cancer Center in his will.  When his wife, Lillian Lucille Larsen passed away 
in July 2014, a great gift was then given of stock that amounted to almost $25,000 
for needs of the Cancer Center.  Numerous patients for many years to come will be 
able to have a better experience during treatment because of the gift.  That money 
has been used to purchase new chemotherapy chairs for patients for use during 
treatment.  This shows the power of one family who wants to give back.  Please 
remember the Mount Carmel Foundation as you do estate planning.  It is a great 
legacy to leave behind to support a place that is so important to so many of us. g

   There is a long tradition of medical 
staff giving of their time and talent 
to help, but they also give generously 
financially.  The Physicians Campaign 
2014 kicked off in August. Since that 
time 51% of active and honorary 
medical staff have given a gift to the 
Foundation.  There is also generous 
giving from consulting and courtesy 
staff too.  At this time, over $35,000 
had been donated to assist with 
restricted and unrestricted hospital 
needs. That number could increase too 
as the campaign runs through June 30, 
2015 so additional gifts will add to this 
total.  There is also great participation 
from all employees of the hospital in 
their own campaign where they raised 
nearly $15,000.   There is still time 
to give to impact the future of our 
Foundation and hospital.  

  

What does a gift to 
the Mount Carmel 
Foundation fund?
•  apnea monitors
• Care Van radio system
• therapy equipment
• infection control equipment
• nursing scholarship
• Wound Care furniture
• heart failure prevention program
• gas cards for patient 

transportation
• prescriptions
• audio/visual equipment
• lodging
• nutritional supplements
• and so much more.

Each gift is important and impacts 
lives.  Thank you to all our past, current 
and future donors.g

Story courtesy of Morning Sun   
Another phase of a large-scale renovation 
project that will update the entire Via Christi 
Hospital building is wrapping up.
   The south wing of the second and fourth floors 
at the hospital has been under construction 
since last summer, providing updates to patient 
rooms, nursing facilities and more.
   “What we were able to do was shut down an 
entire wing on the fourth floor and the second 
floor and as you go through that you’re also 
upgrading and replacing infrastructure, whether 
it be water lines, electrical, nurse call system and things of that nature,” said Michael 
Hayslip, director of community relations at Via Christi Hospital.
   The work is part of a master facilities plan to renovate the 1971 building, which also 
included last year’s opening of the new surgery center and the renovation of the 
chapel space, and is being done with patient comfort in mind.
    One of the biggest changes is that all rooms now are designed to be private.
    “Normally where you saw a room with two beds, now you have a dedicated 
patient room with one bed,” Hayslip said, adding that the rooms feature more space 
for family and friends, and a nice, vibrant feel.
    “When you look at the holistic healing approach, the atmosphere in the room can 
play a large part in the healing process,” Hayslip said.
   The rooms also feature larger restrooms with space for staff members to assist a 
patient and ceiling tiles proclaiming “Call, don’t fall,” above the bed are designed to 
reduce patient falls resulting in injuries.
   Ryan Bloom, superintendent for JE Dunn Construction, noted that the headwalls 
have been upgraded to meet all Ascension Health standards and feature all the 
outlets needed for staff use.

   Work wrapped up on the south wing of the 
fourth floor earlier this month, and the wing 
was turned over to Via Christi on March 9.
   The project also is moving along on the 
second floor, with work expected to wrap up 
soon.
   “It was a huge advantage to be able to take 
both the south wing of the second floor and 
the fourth floor and to be able to complete 
them at the same time,” Hayslip said.
   Bloom said taking the projects concurrently 

allowed the crew to get a feel for the building and to replace infrastructure top-to-
bottom throughout the wing.
    “The reason we had to do that starting out is because we’re replacing not only 
everything you see — we completely gutted everything down to the exterior walls — 
but also all the sewer stacks, all the toilets. You’re replacing that one stack basically 
in one shot.”
   Bloom said this also impacts the floor in between.
   “We’re not only affecting the floor we’re on, but we’re affecting above it and below 
it all the way down to where we tie into the main sewer,” Bloom said. g



Remember Me Tree

Grants provide extra 
funds to help more 
patients

An Easter Prayer

Gala Photo

Wishing you a blessed and joyous 
Easter and Springtime season!

Of all of God’s gifts

Easter shows us our fate

Forgiven we will rise

And pass through Heaven’s gate

This Easter remember

The sacrifice of a Son

And through His resurrection

Eternal life we have won

This Easter I pray

That the love of God

Is resurrected

Reborn, renewed

Inside your heart

God Bless You! g

         On December 8, the community 
honored individuals from the area 
at the annual “Remember Me Tree” 
dedication ceremony.  This year, over 
150 ornaments were sold to honor 
or remember a loved one during 
the holiday season.  The Pittsburg 
Community Schools Youth Chorale, 
under the direction of Virginia Darling 
and Jeanne Hoover, sang Christmas 
musical selections following the 
reading of names.

Mark your calendar and get an ornament next year and make it your new holiday 
tradition g

   Mount Carmel Foundation and 
the Pittsburg High School Theatre 
Department presented “How Santa 
Got His Christmas Tree” and Breakfast 
with Santa on Saturday, December 13 
at Pittsburg High School.  Santa and his 
elves arrived while children and their 
families were enjoying a breakfast and 
crafts provided by the Foundation.  
This event was free and open to the 
public as a special gift given back 
to our generous and wonderful 
community. g

   The Community Foundation of 
Southeast Kansas awarded the 
hospital with a Future Fund grant for 
$1,150 to provide gas cards to cancer 
patients so they can get to and from 
appointments and treatments.  These 
extra cards will ensure that everyone 
in need of transportation assistance 
can be helped.  Thank you for your 
lifesaving gift.  
   The State of Kansas also provided a 
$2,500 grant to use to do marketing 
and promotion in March to spread 
the word about getting screened 
for colorectal cancer.  Free kits are 
available at the hospital.  You are 
encouraged to find out if it is time for 
you to make this test a part of your 
healthy habits. g

Keep in Touch
Would you like to learn more 
about your Mount Carmel Foundation?  
Would you like to learn about what 
the foundation is, what it does, and 
where the funds raised go?  LIKE US 
on Facebook at facebook.com/mount.
carmel.foundation.  There you will 
get almost daily updates on the great 
works of your foundation with article 
links, photos, and brief updates. g

Contact Us
Johnna Norton, Executive Director

PO Box 1173

1 Mt Carmel Way

Pittsburg, KS 66762

PH: 620-235-3512

FX: 620-232-0493

johnna.norton@viachristi.org

www.viachristi.org/mtcarmelfoundation

Breakfast with Santa



Paint It All Pink Schedule of Events

Upcoming Events
April 14  
Mount Carmel Hospital Founding 
Celebration Events.

Mount Carmel Foundation
1 Mt Carmel Way
Pittsburg, KS 66762

April 29 - 30 - Book Fair
Join us for our annual Spring Books 
Are Fun book and gift fair where prices 
are 30-70% off retail.  Books, gifts, and 
more will be set up near the Via Christi 
Hospital Cafeteria on Wednesday, 
April 29, 10am-5pm and Thursday, 
April 30, 7am-2pm.  Visa, MasterCard, 
Discover, and American Express are 
accepted.  Payroll deduction is available.

May 1 - 15 - Paint It All Pink
Multiple events are scheduled 
throughout the month and in the 
community to promote breast cancer 
awareness and raise funds for Via Christi 
Cancer Center patients in need. Full 
schedule of events is included.

Contact Information Update
If you have moved, changed jobs, have a new phone number or email, please let us know 
so we can update your information.  
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Friday, May 1: Kick-off
7 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Community Entrance Via Christi Hospital
• Free PINK treats plus breast cancer information
• Shirts for sale plus discounted past shirts

Noon - PINK Your Ride
Community Entrance Via Christi Hospital

• Decorate your car in pink and promote awareness - park in the 
Community Entrance lot

• Register inside for a chance to win great prizes 

Saturday, May 2: Rocking for a Cause
10 a.m. - Noon

Meadowbrook Mall - North Entrance
• Theta Epsilon chapter of Phi Tau Omega sorority will be 

positioned around the mall in rocking chairs to hand out breast 
cancer awareness information while earning money for Mount 
Carmel Foundation.

Friday, May 8: Shirt & Flower Sales
Wear your shirt to support the cause this day!
8 a.m. - 1 p.m. (flowers available at 10 a.m.)
Community Entrance Via Christi Hospital

10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Meadowbrook Mall

• Women’s Health Fair - breast cancer and other health information 
with blood pressure and BMI screenings available.

3 p.m. - 6 p.m.
Ron’s Supermarket

Saturday, May 9
• Via Christi Hospital Associate 5K & Picnic
• Wear this shirt as the official shirt of the event

Friday, May 15: Facebook Photo Contest
• Submit photos of your family, friends and colleagues in your shirts 

for a chance to win prizes.
• Photos can be submitted May 1-15. Winners announed at 11 a.m. 

on Facebook. LIKE our page and see if you are a winner.
• Email photos to johnna.norton@viachristi.org.

Paint It All Pink is an event to raise funds for the patients of the via Christi Cancer center and awareness of breast cancer. 
Grandmas, moms, daughters, now is the time to protect yourself.


